
Ezekiel 1     
King James Version (KJV) 
 

(Ezekiel = God (El) strengthens me - Circa 484 BC)  

1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the 
fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of 
Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. (This 
Book is during the Babylonian captivity. Judah has been taken by 
Babylon) (Ezekiel’s ministry will last 21 years) (Chebar = a length of 
time)  

2 In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king 
Jehoiachin's captivity, (Jehoiachin was in prison in Babylon. He was re-
named Jeconiah <whom Yah has appointed> by Babylon; and later re-
named Coniah <appointed>; because he offended God so much. They 
took God’s name out of his. His reign in Judah only lasted 3 months)   

3 The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son 
of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand 
of the LORD was there upon him. (Ezekiel was a Levite priest)  

4 And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great 
cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out 
of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the 
fire.    (colour of amber = Khash-mal’ <Hebrew 2830> = polished 
bronze or brass. Hebrew language had no words for colors. This is a 
bad translation)  

(God was visiting Ezekiel in person. God’s throne was on this flying 
vehicle)  

5 Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living 
creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a 
man. (These creatures are Cherubim’s – from KRB <Hebrew> means 
to grasp, or to guard. These are the honor guard for God’s throne)  

6 And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 

7 And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like 
the sole of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished 
brass. (Like landing gear?) (The vehicles looked like polished brass)  

8 And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four 
sides; and they four had their faces and their wings. 



9 Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they 
went; they went every one straight forward. (Animals look where they 
go and turn their heads when they turn. These were machines, not 
animals. Ezekiel had never seen a flying machine so he had trouble 
describing it)  

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, 
and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of 
an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.   
Numbers-2:10->on   (These are the four standards of the main tribes 
of Israel when they were encamped in the desert: Dan – eagle - 
North; Judah – lion - East; Reuben – man - South; Ephraim – ox - 
West)  

11 Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two 
wings of every one were joined one to another, and two covered their 
bodies. 

12 And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to 
go, they went; and they turned not when they went. (They flew in 
formation) 

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like 
burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and 
down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of 
the fire went forth lightning. (Bright lights)  

(The Shekinah Glory – means that God is there. When people saw God 
in any of His forms <the Angel of God, Jesus resurrected, etc>, there 
was a bright radiance around Him)  

14 And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a 
flash of lightning. (They were very fast)  

15 Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the 
earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. (One landed on 
earth)  

16 The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the 
colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their 
appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a 
wheel. (they - the vehicles, not the creatures) (Beryl = sapphire)  



17 When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned 
not when they went. (Unlike an animal pulling a cart, they didn’t look 
when they turned. An ox cart was Ezekiel’s only point of reference)  

18 As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and 
their rings were full of eyes round about them four. (Windows)  

19 And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and 
when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels 
were lifted up. 

20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit 
to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit 
of the living creature was in the wheels. (They were inside the craft)  

21 When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; 
and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted 
up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the 
wheels. (The vehicles moved in formation)  

22 And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living 
creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over 
their heads above. (terrible = awesome – better translation; in old 
English, terrible also meant awesome)  

(This could be the bright rainbow above God’s head as described in 
Revelation)  

23 And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward 
the other: every one had two, which covered on this side, and every 
one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies. 

24 And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise 
of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as 
the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings. 
(landing gear)  

25 And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, 
when they stood, and had let down their wings. (God’s voice in Exodus 
frightened the Israelites. Revelation describes it as the sound of many 
rushing waters)  

26 And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness 
of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the 



likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man 
above upon it. (This was God, in person, upon His throne)  

27 And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round 
about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and 
from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the 
appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about.  

Revelation-1:15-16 (The appearance of Jesus. Jesus said – If you have 
seen the Son, you have seen the Father)  

NOTE: (The trinity is not in the Bible. It was invented by the early 
church. There is only one God. HE has many offices <Father, Son, His 
Holy Spirit, Melchizedek, the Angel of God, etc>; not a “trinity” of 
three Gods as the church teaches)  

28 As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, 
so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, 
I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. (There is a 
rainbow above God’s head) See Revelation–4  

(When people are in the presence of God, they all react this way. They 
are overwhelmed by His greatness)  

 


